As you know, I have been working on this cultural transformation, and this journal is dedicated to gathering and publishing the best scholarship on the subject, as well as contributions from practitioners and others working to facilitate and accelerate this shift. The vision of our journal is "To share scholarship and create connections for cultural transformation to build a world in which all relationships, institutions, policies, and organizations are based on principles of partnership." We define We realize that God was not wrong when God said, "It is not good for man to be alone." The Church of England has at last acknowledged this by voting to have women consecrated as bishops, following the example of other parts of the Anglican Communion.
Unfortunately, there is still widespread male chauvinism in parts of the world, glaringly in Nigeria in incidents such as Boko Haram's abduction of those who have come to be described heartwarmingly as "our girls."
Eisler: Research shows that a major obstacle to peace, justice, and human rights is the devaluation of women and the "feminine" (caring, caregiving, non-violence), and that violence against women and children is a global pandemic. What signs of shifts in gender roles and relations do you see?
Tutu: The evidence is often inconsistent. In South Africa, the government at various levels is doing splendidly in making provision for children through child grants for mothers with children. The authorities are doing all they can to protect vulnerable children, but because of myths about sex with a virgin curing HIV, there have been shocking instances of infants being raped by adult men. More does need to be done to safeguard the sanctity of children's lives.
Society must continue to be vigilant and to guard sanctity of life, especially the lives of the most vulnerable. The extent of a nation's development is linked closely to how it treats its most vulnerable members.
Eisler: What can be the role of religious leaders in ending violence against women and children, and the role of religion in general in accelerating the cultural shift from domination to partnership systems worldwide?
Tutu: Especially in the developing world and to a lesser extent in the more affluent developed world, religious leaders still have a significant role. They have captive audiences at least once a week, and they can use that influential position to promote a more positive role for women. It is happening. After all, they hold up half the sky.
Eisler: You are a member and for six years were chair of the Elders, a distinguished group of global leaders who work together for peace and human rights originally Authoritarian and inequitable social and economic structure of rigid hierarchies of domination in both family and state.
Democratic and economically equitable structure of linking and hierarchies of actualization in both family and state.
Relations
High degree of fear, abuse, and violence, ranging from child and wife beating to other forms of abuse by "superiors" in families, workplaces, and society. Children grow up in punitive, authoritarian, male-dominated families where they observe and experience inequality as the accepted norm.
Mutual respect and trust with a low degree of fear, abuse, and violence, since they are not required to maintain rigid rankings of domination. Children grow up in families where parenting is authoritative rather than authoritarian and adult relations are egalitarian.
Gender
Ranking of the male half of humanity over the female half, as well as rigid gender stereotypes, with traits and activities viewed as masculine, such as "toughness" and conquest, ranked over those viewed as feminine, such as "softness" and caregiving.
Equal valuing of the male and female halves of humanity, as well as fluid gender roles with a high valuing of empathy, caring, caregiving, and nonviolence in both women and men, as well as in social and economic policy.
Beliefs
Beliefs and stories justify and idealize domination and violence, which are presented as "natural," inevitable, moral, and desirable.
Beliefs and stories recognize and give high value to empathic, mutually beneficial, and caring relations, which are which are recognized as part of "human nature" and considered moral and desirable.
